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After the University of Wis-
consin-Madison banned in-
tercollegiate boxing in 1960, 

longtime athlete and coach Bob 
Lynch didn’t expect live punches 
would return to campus during his 
lifetime. 
The date was April 9, 1960. A final 
Field House match of the NCAA 
tournament would not only deter-
mine a team champion, but the fate 
of college boxing. 
The 165-pound bout ended when 
Badger Charles Mohr was dropped 
to the canvas by a classic right-hand 
blow. 
He suffered a brain injury and died 
eight days later.
“He (Mohr) and I were pretty fair 
friends,” Lynch remembers. “And 
that was the end of intercollegiate 
boxing.”
That it was. A month after Mohr’s 
death, Wisconsin banned varsity 
boxing and by January of the next 
year, the NCAA no longer sanc-
tioned it as a sport. 
Lynch not only saw the ban on box-
ing as a young assistant trainer to 
the team nearly 54 years ago, but is 
now part of its revival on campus 
today.
UW sophomore Chandler Davis 
successfully initiated the club this 
spring. As the head coach, Lynch, 

81, spends his Saturday morn-
ings in a blue windbreaker and flat 
coaching pads, also known as focus 
mitts. 
The comeback was made nearly two 
decades after Lynch had attempted 
to revive the sport on his own. 

“Chandler looked into it and de-
cided that intercollegiate boxing as 
a university activity was banned,” 
Lynch says. “But as a club activity, 
there could be a grey area.”

While surprised that Chandler 
accomplished what he did, Lynch 
commends him as “very deter-
mined, but also very smooth” in the 
approach.
Additionally, Lynch believes an 
increasing awareness of risks as-
sociated with other contact sports 
has made the success of the club 
possible. 
“The blindside sports—hockey and 
American football—you get hit by 
someone that you never see com-
ing,” he argues. “The person goes to 
the hospital with some brain dam-
age, never having looked in the eyes 
of the person that damaged them.”
Even after the tragic death of Mohr 
and a time of thin involvement, 
Lynch smiles when talking about 
his passion for boxing and return to 
the ring on campus.
“My interest in boxing was still 
there, but I was trying to remove 
myself from any active part of it,” 
he says. “And here we are, 50 years 
later. If there’s boxing going on any-
where in this area… Sooner or later 
my name will come up.”

(Some factual pieces of information from 
Doug Moe’s book “Lords of the Ring” were 
used in this story.)

Club boxing coach Bob Lynch prepares to 
receive and evaluate punches at practice.

Photo by Meagan Doll

3 Wisconsin Weekly 

Badger club boxing coach
has been with the sport from ban to new beginning at Wisconsin

University of Wisconsin 
Digital Collection, 1965


